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not resist. This unlimited authority is also '
omnipresent. Every Christian is the Pope's
parishioner: no interference on his part
can be an intrusion. And very possibly he
has not only the plenitude of authority but
also the sole possession of it. It is a tenable
doctrine, and widely prevalent in the Roman
communion to-day, that bishops have no
divine origin for their authority, but enjoy it
as the Pope's delegates. Such was the
postulate on which the canon law, from about
the year 1000 and at first in Germany, was
built up in the Papal interest. It was one of
two laws, the other being the civil, that were
being developed at the same time, on parallel
and rival lines and each borrowing from the
other. Both were Roman in spirit, and
both despotic, each assuming the existence
of a head of mankind, supreme in his own
sphere. The civil law, sprung from Justinian,
gained little lodgment in England, for it
was repugnant to English customs and
liberties The canon law, with very similar
faults and merits and a like origin, was
accepted without demur as a corollary of
the undisputed proposition that the Pope
in the spiritual domain is supreme.

This law, partly made up of the  canons
of Councils, ancient or recent, partly of Papal